/s Elektron Octatrack

E el o
. p—— However, after a couple of hours'

practice we managed 1o grasp the

majority of func
ults. Ex:
10 TNRger pitch changes mid-sample

and a

ons, with enjoyable
e

nples included beir

B =

signing different parameter
scenes to either side of the crossfader
for entertaining live manipulation.

Onthe range
Each sampler track has two
|I"‘f"l:—[‘-"l'1 dent effects and YOou can creale

Elektron

track processor at the co

ampler tracks (similar to

when using Neighbor mode). We found
r that two per track is sufficient, though,
as long as you're careful to select

- .I.,,I_ _,\,rl__-r”ﬁl ources
Nowthatcomputerscan dOJt all, hardware sampling boxes are e A S

1 this note, we found th

becoming a rare breed. Liam O'Mullane welcomes its return. we loaded in successf

rl‘
]

e start times and working in not perfect, the ime-stretch
mode performs algonthm s more than adequate and

similar tasks, but it isn't intended for sounds particularly good whe

Octatrack DPS-1 .. 2oundsam
Elektron 8 . with slices.

£y i
€1,240(€1,054 until 23 December) USBconnectivity real-time editing as it streams fromthe  hear it being pushed

anc

+46(0) 31 743 7440 ® Liveinput Octatrack's PCMCIA card, Flex mode Overall, the sound quality of the
www.alektron.se procssaiie performances are loaded into the Octatrak is without fault and the
® Chainabletrack ! 1 |
offecta Octatrack's RAM; Static mode is better  onboard are equally good

tron manufact

e v Acomplex, powerful device
st e ot that will change the way you go
about you r live or studio work

AT
based around a Commodore 64 saun
chip {sadly. the Sidstaticn is

tinued due te

particular chip). The current Elektron The Korg Electribe

uras a smail

However, we feelt weonl
:':euu'uc-:-'s‘-.«-r‘ala;:n-::s:.:r- with this

davice = it's somethir g you keep

the rarity of this

s are for coming back to year aft

consists of two drum machines SHSD(£540) has proces nreal time, The rface makes it a fun way to work and
S . LTI onboard sampling e Xl 5 :
and a synthesizer that are now joined but palesin first, d Thru, enables \,wt“ is a welcome ge from screen-led
by the Octatrack sampling box. These comparison to tha process external sounds with the solutions. And because the Octatrack
units have received quite a few feature setand Octatrack’s onboard effects. The can also trigger MID| hardware, you

many effects of the
accolades from electronic producers, Octatrack. Sampla &&CO"-d.f\l‘:lg’:3".&"-6;3.85'—.':;.5 to run could even use it as a composition hub

S0 we're keen to fthe latest legends AKAI one sampler track into another t you're feeling creative but away
ewcomer performs as strongly. :&2:;‘;;:;50 double the processing power at the orm the computer, HTM
which s in the same cost of losing a sampler track. You can
Out of the box price range. This stack as many channels as you like MTM Verdict
The solid me N Is, of coursa, quite s tmak
e solid me 5 P ——— using this technigue. WHY BUY
pushbutton dials really make IP"'— though, aimed more

+ Great funto use

8 prucbction than Sample sources + In-depth audio tweaking

Octatrak feel roadwortihy. The dia : ;
. real-time sampling

crossfader are rubber-coated, which and manipulation. Although the included 4GB PCMCIA + Good effects
not only gives them a nice feel, but also Although both of card has a good range of samples + Built to last

thesa are powerful ; L emmmasreseessesssssssssis s s e s asssasn
ensures a good grip in hot and sweaty mamlne;;:r pre-loaded, it's very easy to hook up the WALK ON BY

. The bottom row of sampling and Oct ktoact asa USB des
subsaquent both ad
manipulating, none

of them offers

or

Steep laarning cum

ttons enable you to sec g samples and backing up
gat our Acomp!ex powe-'fuldwma that
the same range of samples into the device wfuc:;angethe TOW}TEO ot:o"’t
Flex, Static, Thru and Neighbor. SRl ccccion with the unit, but found very jnu;ﬁvenrslud T dm
S e Ll audio processing. s e AN sound quality, effects anc
Flex mode is what we'd probably quickly that a read of the manual is programming features will keep
as the performant required to fully understand this devic you and the audience entertained.

with the large feature set comes a ****** P * %

less than intuitive interface at first

eight sampler tracks your projects, Once wed

be set to one of four cperation modes: e tried a blind

describ

mode. It enables you to undertake

regular sampling tasks such as moving

82 | January 2012 Musidich weans



